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Advertisement. 
(FROM THE EDITOR). 
— —_— 
THE following valuable Obſervations and Remarks on 


the Poor Bill now, depending in Parliament, have, in great 
part, already appeared in ſeveral ſucceſſive publications of 


THz SALisBURY AND WINCHESTER JOURNAL. They 
are now again laid before the public (with the Author's per- 


miſſion) at the particular requeſt of /everal reſpectable 


characters, who feeling the peculiar importance of the ſubje@, 
thought that the re-publiſhing theſe Comments in a more con- 
venient form would be acceptable, and might alſo be the means 
of inviting Gentlemen to appreciate the general merits of the 


- Bill, and, where neceſſary, to lend their aid m ſuggeſting cor- 


refions, and rendering more perfect its clauſes. 
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Mr. ROBBINS, IV INCHESTER. 


SIR, 


J HAVE not the finalleſt objection to a 
re- publication together of my ſeveral ſucceſſive commu- 
nications to the Editor of Tye SaiisBuRY AND WIN: 
CHESTER JOURNAL, on the ſubject of the Poor Bill now 
depending in Parliament; you may alſo, if you pleaſe, 
prefix this letter by way of introduction, in which I wiſh 
it to be underſtood that, at the time of making my 
Comments, I was not unacquainted with ſome others 
which are before the public, and particularly thoſe con- 
tained in © An Abſtract, &c. purporting to be by a Com- 
mittee of the joint Veſtries of the united pariſhes of St. 
Giles's and St. George's,” the extent of whoſe objections 
were not unknown to me in fact, but deemed wholly in- 
admiſſible by me in reaſon. Without entering minutely 
into the detail of them, which my preſent purpoſe, being 
that of giving my own opinions rather than noticing thoſe 
of others, neither requires nor perhaps admits; I muſt 
ſay of them generally that, as far as they are meant by 
implication to go beyond their local caſe, to which they are 


5 [ iv | 
expreſſly confined, and as far alſo as they are not concurrent 


with the alterations herein ſuggeſted, ſo far they appear to 


me eaſily anſwerable, being a prejudiced, diſtorted, miſ- 
repreſentation of the Act. 


There is however in that miſcellaneous mixture of what 
does, and does not belong to the ſubject, one moſt in- 
vidious reflection in ſubſtance, though in form of a compli- 
ment, which I muſt ſele&t from many others of the ſame 
ſort of objections, ſuch as © the extent of relief in 


clauſe 1, which if any be admitted, cannot reaſonably be 


leſs ; the repeated inſinuations againſt the ſchedule before 
it is ſeen ; the difficulty of reimburſement in clauſes 2 and 
6, before it is known how propoſed to be effected; the 
general doubts about ſettlement, as if that were the chief 
queſtion, whereas it is only incidental, and would not 
practically occur in one caſe out of a hundred ; the par- 
ticular denial of any new ſettlement being created by this 
Bill, whereas the colleclive one in clauſe 6 is clearly new; 
the diſtinction attempted in vain to be made between the 
principles of Parochial Funds and Friendly Societies; the 
objection to certain expences under one clauſe being 
allowed out of the county rate, though incurred only hy 
the authority of the Quarter Seſſions;“ &c. &c. 


The obnoxious reflection alluded to 1s, “ That the 
Clergy are converted into odious informers, which but few 
of the <vorthy part of them will conſent to become, by the 
clauſe empowering the officiating reſident Clergy” © to in- 
ſpect ſuch ſchools of induſtry, and to examine into the 
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ſtate and condition of the poor, and their employment 
and treatment therein, and the food, if any, provided for 
ſuch poor perſons therein, and the ſtate and condition of 
ſuch ſchools; and alſo from time to time to viſit all ſick, 
infirm, and aged perſons receiving any allowance from the 
parochial fund, and if upon any ſuch inſpection ſuch 
Clergymen ſhall find any cauſe of complaint, that then 
and in ſuch caſe they ſhall certify ſuch cauſes of complaint 
to the viſitors.” 


If any appeal be neceſſary to the feeling and ſenſe of 
the worthy Clergy, to reprobate ſuch a groſs reflection on 
both as this ſuppoſition, that they could put ſo perverted 
a conſtruction upon this clauſe, it is with confidence 
in their agreeing with me that I lay one hand on this in- 
jurious obſervation, and the other on my heart, and aver it 
as my conſcientious opinion, believing it to be their's alſo, 
that the Clergy in general, and exactly in proportion as 
they are worthy, will think it a miſchievous libel on 
themſelves and their Chriſtian profeſſion, and will acknow- 
ledge in contradiction to it, that the office therein pre- 
ſcribed is a duty to them as Clergymen, and an honour to 
to them as Gentlemen. I will aſſert to thoſe perſons, or 
that perſon, (for there can be very few, if any, of the 
great and good names perfixed to that Abſtract, as being 
of the Veſtries, who could be acceſſary or privy to this 
and many other parts, if not the general tenour, of it) 
I will affert to them, or him, that the ſpecies of informers 
who alone have the odium there falſely imputed to the 
Clergy who act under this clauſe, are thoſe. who from fear 
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reveal, from treachery betray, or from intereſt diſcover ; 
neither of which deſcriptions do the preſent conſcientious 
_ complainants, not odious informers, approach; and therefore 
it is injurious, both to them and the public, to affimilate 
two characters that are nearer being oppoſite than fimilar. 


* 4 


If there be a duty in which not only the whole of our own 
church, but of all other churches, and all liberal laymen 
too, unanimouſly agree, it 1s preciſely that deſcribed in 
this clauſe, of aſſiſting the poor, fick, infirm, and aged, 
and procuring them redreſs ſhould occaſion require it ; 
that, without this clauſe, the Clergy wanted ſuch protec- 
tion of diſintereſted officers from intereſted individuals, is 
ſufficiently clear by the nature of the general caſe itſelf, 


one particular inſtance of which, out of many, *I refer 


to, not leſs in honour of the perſon concerned than in 
proof of my poſition. 


I have therefore no doubt but the Clergy will be thank- 
ful for the protection which this humane clauſe affords 
them, in the due execution of an old, eſtabliſhed, volun- 
tary, charitable duty, not the impoſition of a new, un- 
welcome, invidious ſervice. I will farther vindicate 


- pariſhioners in general from the groſs aſperſion therein 


contained, that they would diſapprove of ſuch meritorious 
conduct in Clergymen. 


If IJ have any objection to this clauſe, it is the very 
reverſe, that it does not go far enough, in giving this 


See the account of the pariſh of Damerham, by the Rey, Mr. Henville. 
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ſanction only to the Proteſtant Clergy, but ſhould extend 
itt alſo to all officiating Miniſters of whatever perſuaſion ; | 
Z for however they differ in other reſpects, of leſs im- | 
XZ portance, in their duty to God, they all agree in this 
of their duty to their neighbours ; in this I hope they are 
of no ſecs, or rather all of one ſectall Samaritans. To 
the grief of human nature, all are liable to poverty, ſick- 
7 neſs, and age; to the honour of this country, all who 
g want it are objects of relief; therefore, as the inhabitants 
of the houſe of induſtry may be of any perſuaſion, I ſee 
12 good reaſons why all officiating Miniſters ſhould not, 

7 and mamy why ny ſhould, be — of it. 
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As far as the objections in the abſtract in queſtion, and 
others, are local, they ſeem partly founded in reaſon, and 
may either be remedied by exceptions or otherwiſe, in the 
general Bill; and by the general caſe being ſomewhat 
ſacrificed to the local, the local ſtill more to the general, 
5 a compromiſe may be effected as a proper medium between 
- 33 ; or perhaps it may be expedient to leave thoſe 
. \ pariſhes where, as in the caſe of St. Giles's and St. 
Þ George's, there are local Poor Acts, at their option either 
1 to continue under them, or to conform with the general 
8 Act. It is not improbable alſo, that the whole Metropolis 
may require a ſeparate Poor Law, as it has a Police; but 

there can be no reaſon why all country pariſhes, and 
y commonly populous towns, ſhould not have the obvious 
18 benefits of this ſyſtem, becauſe there are ſome particular 
places to which it is not equally applicable. 
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[ viii ] 
I have only to add, that I am the more perſuaded of 
this Bill being capable of ſuch alterations as to make it 
ſatisfactory in general, becauſe I really believe, as far as 1 
can colle& the judgments of others, and form my own, 
the public will agree very much in their particular objec- - 
tions, which being removed, will of courſe leave them 
agreeing alſo in their general approbation of the re- 
j mainder. | | 


1 Being perſuaded that the candid opinions of ſocieties, 
if and even of individuals, are collectively of ſervice towards 
h framing a general ſyſtem of Poor Laws, which is admitted 
to be wanting, I have thus communicated mine, which 
are formed with diligence, are ſubmitted with diffidence, 
and I truſt therefore will be received with indulgence. 


Il I am, SIR, 
li  Your's, very faithfully, 
E. POULTER. 


f WůINCEHESTER, March 8, 1797. 
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ABSTRACTS, aud COMMENTS, Se, 


— 
PREAMBLE.—To amend and enforce the Laws for 
the relief, inſtruction, and employment of the Poor ; 
to improve their condition, maintenance, and ſupport; 


to encourage their induſtry and good order ; and to 
reduce the Poor Rates. | 


Clauſe 1t.—Any perſon entitled to the benefit thereof, 
being a father, to be allowed not leſs than 1s. for each 
child above two, or being a widow, for each above one, 
ſo long as they live with their parents, and cannot 
maintain themſelves. 


CommenT.—lIt is requiſite to explain who are the per- 
ſons © entitled to the benefit thereof.” It is ſuppoſed 
that paupers in general are ſo entitled, but it is 
ſuggeſted that, in any doubtful caſe, which muſt 
often occur on many accounts, eſpecially on the 
compariſon requiſite to be drawn between the whole 
income and the whole neceſſary outgoings of all the 
family, one Juſtice ſhould finally determine on the 
queſtion of—Pauper or not? 

This ſhould alſo be extended to a wife deſerted by 
her huſband, which is full as ſtrong a caſe for relief 
as that of a widaw, and they ſhould therefore be 


placed in the ſame ſituation, 
* 


10 


| 

| 2d.—If any pauper, unable to earn the full uſual wages, 

lf ſhall work for leſs, ſo that it be not ſufficient to maintain 

| himſelf and family, (regard being had to all the earnings 

{ of all the family, and to any allowance from any parochial 
fund hereinafter eſtabliſhed by this Act) he ſhall be allowed 
the difference between his and the uſual wages out of the 
Poor Rate, without being compelled to be employed in I 
any manner under this Act; and the pariſh ſo advancing 
any money to perſons not having ſettlements therein, are 

| to be reimburſed. 
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CommenT.—lt ſeems proper to ſpecify what proportion 

of uſual wages, ſo earned, ſhall entitle the pauper to 
10 this exemption ; becauſe, if earning very little will 
do this, the important part of the Bill will be evaded 
eaſily : It is ſuggeſted, that it ſhould be at leaſt 
| | two-thirds. | 
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Vi | 3d.—If any perſon, entitled to the benefit of this Act, 
and wanting relief, appear able, with the advance of 
11 money, by purchaſing a cow, or other animal yielding 

profit, to do without any other relief, ſuch advance may 
be made. ; 


CoMMENT.— This clauſe is very doubtful. It is 
obvious how difficult it would be to prevent their 
felling ſuch animal, without making it more penal 
than the nature of the caſe would juſtify. The chief 
tecurity would be to make it penal in both buyer and 
ſeller of ſuch animal, which might by a mark be 
aſcertained. Moſt paupers would want it; thence 
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the general ſupply would be too extenſive, and the 
partial preference would raiſe jealouſies. On the other 
hand, it is defirable, it practicable, eſpecially where 
there are rights of common admitting the keep of it; 
to which caſes, if allowed at all, it thould be limited. 
On the whole it ſeems better to omit it, and, if it 
can be, inſtead to allow ſmall parcels of land for 
gardens of potatoes and apples, which property 1s 
perhaps the moſt beneficial for them : At any rate, 
1 an alternative may be allowed between the animal or 
0 land, according to circumſtances. 


| 1 4%. No pauper to be excluded from relief on account 
| of any tenement or cottage, with its appurtenances, or 
other property, not above the value of 30l. provided it 
conſiſt of tools, implements of trade, furniture, cloaths, 
or other neceſſuries ſuitable to his condition. 


— 
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1 CommenT.—This principle muſt meet with univerſal 
/ approbation. I conceive the 30l. to be excluſive of 
the cottage or tenement, but this having raiſed 
doubts, ſhould be made more explicit. The value of 
the tenement ſhould be limited, at leaſt to be ſuch 
as is requiſite for his own occupation only, and the 
ſum of 301. conſidering the number and extent of the 
articles in queſtion, (namely, tools or implements of 
trade, houſhold furniture, wearing apparel, or other 
neceſſaries ſuitable to their condition) might ſafely be 


enlarged to 50l. guarded as it is with the laſt reſtric- 
tion, 


© — 
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5. No pauper removable on account of relief under 


temporary illneſs of ſelf or family, nor on account of any 
number of children for whom allowance is received under 


this Act. — (Cee clauſe 1.0 


ComMEenT.—There ſhould be ſome limit fixed to 
aſcertain what is temporary illneſs. For inſtance, 
ſuppoſe three months' continuance, if any time be 
ſpecified ; or that might ſafely be left to the deciſion 
of one Juſtice. 


0:h.—Pauper reſident, and acquiring a ſettlement, by 


virtue of this Ad, in any pariſh united with others, ſhall 
be ſettled in ſuch united pariſhes collectively, and not in 
that ſingly where he reſides. 
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CommenT.—lIt is ſuppoſed that the words © ſettlement 
by virtue of this Act,“ mean, this colleclive ſettlement 
in the united pariſhes, which is a new ſpecies of 
ſettlement created by this Act. 

There appears in this Bill no fixed equable principle 
of wniting pariſhes, which is highly requiſite towards 
their union; otherwiſe no /mall pariſh would readily 
unite with a /arger, on account of its greater in- 
cumbrances. The principle of union in 22d G. III. 
c. 83. (for Houſes of Induſtry) ſeems the beſt to follow 
here, which is according to their proportionate poor 
rates; in which caſe the general reſpective diſburſe- 
ments and receipts, exiſting in their ſingle inſtances, 
are transferred, on every probable calculation, to 
their common concern. 


13 
7 . No pauper not ſettled in the pariſh, or one of the 
united pariſhes, in which he ſhall reſide, ſhall be relieved 


by ſuch pariſh or pariſhes, except in the caſes and manner 
herein ſpecified, —(See end of next clauſe.) 


8h.—A parochial fund, for the relief of ſick, infirm, 
and aged ſubſcribers, is to be eſtabliſhed for every pariſh 
or united pariſhes, from ſubſcriptions of members, and 
voluntary contributions and benefactions, with the aid of 
the poor rates, that out of it may be granted relief to the 
ſubſcribing members only, whereby they may be entitled 
to greater allowances than ſuch ſavings as can be made by 
them out of their own earnings alone, by certain allow- 
ances, increaſing in proportion to the period for which 
they have ſubſcribed. Such fund to be eſtabliſhed by 
order of two Juſtices, with regulations according to the 
forms of the ſchedule 7o be annexed. Every reſident in 
any ſuch pariſh, or united pariſhes, ſhall be entitled to be 
a a ſubſcriber; and every continuing ſubſcriber, though not 
ſettled where ſuch fund is eſtabliſhed, ſhall be entitled to 
the benefits of it, as if he had his lawful ſettlement there. 


a 
» IE — * 
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CouxukNT.— This is an extenſion of the moſt excellent 
principle of Friendly Societies, but more beneficial 
by the addition of voluntary contributions and 
benefactions, with the aid, if requiſite, of rates. 
But, as it is confined in its objects to ſubſcribers only, 
ſhould it be ſupplied in part by poor rates, which are 
for general purpoſes, and all paupers ? This ſeems 
a partial application of the poor rate, which is a 
general fund, and therefore I think poor rates ſhould 
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be omitted, when it will ſtill remain a moſt defirable 
and extended Friendly Society, with the farther ad- 
vantage and aſſiſtance from voluntary aids, on the 
conſiderable extent of which I rely, as being one of 
the beſt directions of private charity, namely, to 
encourage and aſſiſt the efforts of the poor to earn as 
much by induſtry, and fave as much by — 
as poſſible. 

This clauſe then, thus modified, inſtead of in- 
creaſing the burthen of the poor rate, would directly 
diminiſh it, by at leaſt as much as any of ſuch ſub- 
ſcribers would (but for the benefit of that parochial 
fund) ſtand in need of from the poor rate; and, in- 
direcily, the various beneficial conſequences of in- 
duſtry and œconomy, thus promoted, would, to the 
contributors for the poor, to the poor themſelves, and 
to the community at large, be incalculably great. 
At leaſt, let individuals pauſe before they reject or 
diſcourage the humane objects of this clauſe, and 
ſome others, in particular, of this Bill, which are 
certainly in principle moſt excellent, however they 
may be, I truſt only apparently, difficult in practice. 


gt. Members of any friendly ſociety, under 33d 
G. III. may, by a moderate ſubſcription to any parochial 
I fund, be entitled to the permanent allowances only of it, 
Yi over and above their allowances from ſuch friendly ſocie- 
ties ; that is, with a partial view to ſuch permanent benefits 
only as are given to aged or infirm ſubſcribers, and not in 
caſes of temporary ſickneſs or infirmity, they may be admitted 
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ſubſcribers for ſuch diſtin& and ſeparate purpoſe, at the 
rates, on the conoitions, and for the allowances, ſpecified 
in the ſchedule. 
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4 CommenT.—This clauſe ſeems a moſt difficult attempt 


to blend friendly ſocieties and parochial funds toge- 

ther, which ſhould be kept ſeparate, as they may, 
without any prejudice to either. It introduces a 
different deſcription of ſubſcribers for partial purpoſes, 

: and makes ſo complicated a caſe, that it appears 
1 better to omit it altogether ; eſpecially as, by the 
| 5 preceding clauſe, the benefit of the parochial fund, 
9 according to their ſevera! ſubſcriptions, is extended 
to all perſons reſident at the time of ſubſcription, 
therefore to members of friendly ſocieties who chuſe 
alſo to ſubſcribe to parochial funds. As far as the 
two objects of parochial funds and friendly ſocieties 


1 
if 
M1 


0 claſh, the latter may, in any inſtance where it is 
$ wiſhed, be diſſolved, and transferred to the former, 
} which ſeems the moſt practicable method of ſub- 


ſtantially reconciling and uniting their joint con- 
current objects. 


10th.—PFarther enforces the 43d Eliz. and other ſtatutes, 
in what reſpects ſetting the poor to work, providing 
4 materials, and extengs them to the inſtruction and em- 
ployment of children, in ſchools of induſtry. 

The Juſtices, at their Michaelmas Quarter Seſſions 
1797, are to divide the county into ſo many diſtricts as 
ſhall appear to them moſt expedient for the execution of 
this Act, and to appoint for every ſuch diſtrict two Juſtices 


16 

refiding in or near it, to hold the Petty Seſſions required, 
and they only ſhall have authority to act in it, on any 2 
matters in this Bill. Quarter Seſſions may appoint any 
Juſtice to act for two or more diſtricts, and ſubſequent 


Quarter Seſſions may alter the ** or the appoint- 
ments of Juſtices. 


— — - — 
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19 CouukENT.— This clauſe ſhould be divided into two, as 
' | in the above abſtract ; the firſt reſpecting Schools 
1 of Induſtry particularly, the ſecond being general to 
the whole operation of the Act. 


As to the firſt part, the eſtabliſhment ſhould not be 
confined to children only, but extend generally, as 
in the next and other ſubſequent clauſes, to the in- 
ſtruction and employment of e poor; otherwiſe the 
43d Eliz. which is general alſo, and which this clauſe 
purports to extend, would be rather contracted than 
extended by it. It ſeems therefore, that, as the 
eſtabliſhment in queſtion is in fact ſubſtantially 4 
Houſe and School of Induſtry united, it ſhould be fo 
called here and elſewhere in the Act. 


As to the ſecond part, it is much too ſtrict to ſuffer 
no other Juſtice, except the two appointed, in any caſe 
to act in the diſtrict ; becauſe, if one or both ſhould 
die, be ill, or be abſent on any account, the operation 
of the act would be ſo far ſuſpended in ſuch diſtrict 
till after the next Quarter Seſſions. In the abſence 
of the appointed Juſtices, any two Juſtices of the 
county ſhould be competent in this caſe to act. 


17 
11:h.—For the more effectual controul of the perfons 
appointed for the management of the poor under this 


© : . 

y Act, and alſo in places where the proviſions, as to the 

t XZ inſtruction and employment of the poor in ſchools of 

_ induſtry, ſhall not be adopted, (ſee clauſe 13) perſons of 
the following denomination are to be fanding Viſitors :— 
Peers, Members of the Houſe of Commons, Privy Coun- 

1 9 ſellors, thoſe named in the Commiſſion of the Peace or of 

8 Land Tax, Clergy having eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction, Rectors, 


I Vicars, or Curates, reſident. Viſitors to be appointed by 
b # the Juſtices of the diſtrict are ſuch, and ſo many, as they 
think proper, out of the following deſcriptions :—In- 


7 ; habiting, and being rated to and paying poor rate, or 

* having an eſtate of 50l. a year, or occupying premiſes 

2 rated at 150l. a year, all in the diſtricꝭ. 

e - 12/h,—Quarter Seſſions, when they think there are a 

n 2 'ſufficient number of viſitors, are to make order thercin, 

© >} which the viſitors are to execute. 

a 75 

lo BM 13/h,—Upon notice of the above order, pariſhioners 
rated and paying rates, of any pariſh, at a meeting 

rr wherein a majority in number, and in amount of rates, of 

ſe ® perſons preſent, may conſent to unite ſuch pariſh with 


Id any other or others, for the eſtabliſhment of ſchools of 
; 4 induſtry, or for any other purpoſe under this Act; and 

& any pariſh, not conſenting to ſuch anon, ſhall be bound 

fingy to maintain a ſchool of induſtry under this Act. 


Cöuuxxr.— Does not this compulſion militate againſt 


_ Clauſe 11th? which leaves an option. (See clauſe 11.) 
8 
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14½.— For the hiring, purchaſing, or building premiſes 
for the ſchool of induſtry. 


15th.—PFor the appointment of warden of the poor and 
manager of the ſchool of induſtry, according as pariſhes 
are united or ſingle. 


_ CommenT.—lt is not ſufficiently clear by whom theſe 
and ſome other appointments are to be made. 


16:k.—All perſons wanting relief may be inſtructed or 
employed in the ſchool of induſtry, or at their own homes, 
in proper work, ſubject to the direction and controul of 
the manager, or his aſſiſtant. 


17th.,—Perſons appointed to the management of the 
poor may provide materials for work within ſchools of in- 
duſtry, or at the homes of poor perſons, at ſuch wages or 
recompence as ſhall be ſettled. | 


18/h.—If, ten days after proper order, by two Juſtices 
of the diſtrict, materials are not provided, the perſons 
neglecting it are to provide them at their own expence. 


COMMENT This puniſhment ſeems too indiſcriminate; 
a certain penalty would be more equitable. 


19tk.—If the wages for ſuch work (ee clauſe 17) be 
inſufficient for the ſupport of ſuch perſons, with their 
families, regard being had to all their earnings or other 
income, the managers for the poor, by the order of one 
Juſtice, may grant ſuch additional relief as the ſaid Juſtice 
thinks neceſſary. 


19 
20th'— All perſons entitled to the benefit of this Act, 
(unleſs they can and will diligently inſtruct and employ 
their children at home, in ſuck buſineſs as the managers 
of the poor or of the ſchools of induſtry ſhall direct, 


, according to this Act) ſhall permit all their children of 


the age of five, upon requeſt made in purſuance of this 
Act, to go into the ſchools of induſtry, there to be in- 


ſtructed, and employed in work ſuited to their age, 


ſirength, and health ; and their earnings, except ſuch part 
of them as ſhall be allowed to their parents, ſhall go in 


aid of the fund for the ſupport of ſuch ſchools; and any 


children, whoſe parents cannot maintain them, may be 
received into ſuch ſchools at a rate of wages to be ſettled. 


(See clauſe 17 ). 


21//.—No paupers who refuſe to take any work offered 


under this Act, which they are able to execute, or to be 


inſtructed in it, or to let their children do fo, ſhall be en- 


titled to any relief from any pariſh or united pariſhes. 
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224, —Perſons capable of full work, out of employ, 
may, on applying to the managers, be employed by them 
in the ſchool, or at home, at the uſual rate of wages; and 
perſons refuſing to do, or deſerting ſuch work, ſhall be 


puniſhable as perſons in general hiring themſelves for work 
and neglecting it. 


23d.—Children, having a certificate of good behaviour 


from the ſchool of induſtry, ſhall be apprenticed out or 
put to ſervice, 
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24%. Parents may hire their children out, or have 
them at home, during harveſt, ſor ſix weeks; or, after 
boys are 14 and girls 12, they may hire out themſelves for 
any proper employment, for ſuch ſums and times as may 
be agreed on between the employers and the managers. 
To be received back on the completion of the contract. 


CouukNxT Should not the term of ſix weeks be ex- 
tended at the diſcretion of the viſitors or managers? 


25th. —Viſitors, with aſſent of Juſtices of diſtrict, to 
regulate wages and allowances in the ſchools of induſtry. 


Penalty for not complying with ſuch regulation. 
* 

26th.—Quarter Seſſions may make order for building 
ware-houſes, ſtore-houſes, and ſchools of induſtry, and 
for employing and paying workmen and ſervants; which 
expences are to bg defrayed out of a countfTate. 


a Seſſions to appoint guardians to the 
poor out of the viſitors. 


47th, —The officiating Clergyman of any pariſh may 
inſpect the ſchool of induſtry therein, and examine into 
the ſtate, condition, employment, food, and treatment 
of the poor in ſuch ſchool; and certify cauſes of eomplaint 
to. the viſitors; who, on enquiry had therein, are to 
make orders for removing the complaint contained in ſuch 
certificate ; and, if the viſitors think fit, they may refer 
fiith cauſe of complaint to the Juſtices of the diftrict. 
who-again may make ſuch order therein as to them ſhall 


ſeem meet. 
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NoTEr.—The other clauſes contain further regulations re- 
ſpeating ſchools of induſtry, not neceſſary to detail. 


58th.—All the poor laws now in force are to remain ſo, 
except as altered by this Act. 


597. -Extends this Act to all excluſive juriſdictions. 


Nor E. Tue remaining clauſes are chiefly to regulate 
judicial proceedings in any caſe under this At. 


The operation of it to commence July the 10th, 1797. 


My collective comment on the foregoing clauſes re- 
ſpecting the ſchools of induſtry, is, that this general 
eſtabliſhment is formed on the beſt- ſelected regulations 
of ſimilar particular eſtabliſhments, the great benefit of 
which having been found in thoſe ſingle inſtances, there 
can be little doubt of ſucceſs in this univerſal caſe. The 
excellence of its principle is undoubted ; the chief diffi- 
culty lies in its due execution, to effect which, every thing 
muſt be done towards ſecuring the attention and vigilance 
of the ſeveral officers concerned in it.—One obſervation 
eſpecially I muſt make, that, as this Bill adds fo very 
much to the burden of buſineſs for Juſtices, any one 
Juſtice of the county with one local viſitor, or two viſitors, 
ſhould be ſufficient to act, at leaſt in the extenſive com- 
plicated caſe of the ſchools of induſtry, where at preſent 
two Juſtices are required. 
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22 
HA vix concluded my Abſtracts and Comments, the 
following is a 


SUMMARY of the Alterations ſuggeſted :— 


Clauſe 1.—To aſcertain what perſons are “ entitled to 
the benefit thereof,” namely, paupers in general; but, in any 
doubtful caſe, to let one Juſtice decide whether pauper or 
not: And after the word © widow,” to inſert, “or wife 
deſerted by her huſband.” 

24,—To limit the exemption to thoſe earning not leſs 
than two-thirds of uſual wages. 

34.—To be omitted. 

'Ath.—To extend the 30l. to 40l. or 50l. 

5th.—To authoriſe one Juſtice to decide what is tem- 
porary illneſs. 

6th.—To aſcertain the mode of uniting pariſhes, accord- 
ing to their reſpective poor rates on a large average. 

8th.—To omit poor rates as a part of the parochial fund. 

0th.—To be omitted. 

107. To extend it to all poor perſons, as well as children, 
and conſtitute it a Houſe and School of Induſtry, according 
to the other clauſes concerning it. To enable any one 
Juſtice of the county with one viſitor, or two viſitors, to 
act in this caſe, and in all others relating to ſuch Houſe 
and School of Induſtry. 

117 to 57th, —To reviſe theſe, which all relate to the 
Houſe and School of Induſtry, with a view eſpecially to 
reconcile clauſe 11th, which leaves the eſtabliſhment 
optional, with clauſe 13th, which makes it compulſory, and 
to ſpecify by whom the ſeveral appointments of Warden, 
Manager, Aſſiſtant, are to be made, &c. 
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CONCLUSION. 


Waen I conſider the want, univerſally admitted, of 
ſome progreſſive improvement in the Poor Laws, that they 
may be concurrent with the increaſing dearneſs in parti- 
cular, and other general circumſtances, of the times 
: when I reflect on their complicated nature, which muſt 
bj leave any ſyſtem of them imperfect, and the /ocal objec- 
tions incident to any national meaſure—above all, when I 
obſerve that 7his Bill introduces no entirely new principles, 
(unleſs the protection of the little neceſſary property of 
the poor be an exception, which, if ſo, forms a moſt glorious 
precedent in itſelf) but that it rather extends old, known, 
and approved principles and practices, by generaily and 
© ſyſtematically affording the common relief in clauſe 1ſt, which 
before was partially and vaguely adminiſtered ; by the 
Parochial Fund, which is only an extenſion of Friendly 

Societies under 33d G. III, and by the Houſe and School of 

; Induſtry, which is only an enlargement of the Houſes of 
Induſtry under 22d G. III. when I find in it even the 

; prejudices of the poor conſulted in the alternative given 

| 1 them of work at home, or in the houſe of induſtry— 
when I conſider all theſe, being the prominent mea- 
ſures of the Bill, and many more circumſtances ; putting 
the neceſſary difficulties of al plans on this compre- 
henſive ſubject againſt thoſe of hie one, I am firmly 
and decidedly of opinion, that this Bill, ſuppoſing 
7 it to be altered ſomewhat according to the above 
* ſuggeſtions, meets the emergency of the times on the 
whole comparatively better than any other that I have ever 


, ſeen, or can conceive, and poſitively muſt be advantageous; 
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to what degree depends on the conduct of the numerous 


perſons concerned in its operation, as agents, or patients. 


In proportion as partial and party prejudices are ſacrificed 
to the common concern, and this greateſt ſubject of 
human contemplation continues “ unmixed with baſer 
matter,” it cannot fail /o far to be a general benefit. But if 
the Poor, who are the chief objects of it, can be induced 
by attention and ſubmiſſion to conſult their own intereſts ; 

if the Magiſtrates, and various Officers, who are to be 


the conductors of it, will make the due execution of it a 


matter of honour and conſcience ; if finally, the whole 
community will mutually co-operate with each other in 


what ſo highly intereſts them all, it would then become 


an univerſal bleſſing. | 
For myſelf, I can ſay, that the irreſiſtible impulſe of my 
feelings, and the collected reſult of my judgment, impel 


| me moſt cordially and adviſedly to approve of its principle 
as the Zheory, and of its proviſions as the practice, of Huma- 


nity ; both together being, as I conceive, calculated for 
the reaſonable contentment of the lower orders of ſociety, 
which it is proper to conſult, and the u ſecurity of the 
higher, which it is prudent to conſider—in ſhort, for the 
united welfare of the whole community ; and I ſhall think 


the remainder of my liſe, whether on ſocial or ſelfiſh 


grounds, whether with a view to my happineſs in this 
world, or ſalvation in the next, well employed in devoting 
it chiefly to the promotion of the beneficial, the ble * 
objects of this Bill. 
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